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MEKORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

There have been repeated 5ietnOTese°S^ernSent an opportunity 

t ac cep t your to discuss the situation in South Vietnam 

• It is important, particularly in ^ ad .ample opportunity to 

recognize that the North t f h«h. ^ ?ast - 

yours^i^particular - have clearly demonstrated that: 


Before the Gulf of Tonkin Incident 


A. 

q iogu the Viet Cong exploded boobs under the 
bleachers S* i -ftfUll game « 

killing 2 Americans and injuring 23 ^ncludin. ^ aili „g 

On February 16, 196 ‘J’ (including 9 women and children). Viet 

3 Americans and wounding ie-„A in South Vietnam throughout 

Cong incidents of this ^ indicated our willing- 
ly Throughout this period.^e^frequently^t^ ^ ue ^ no 

lor the acts of terrorism against United States 

personnel* 


First Gulf of Tonkin Attack 


B. 

. _ , 1964 north Vietnamese boats attacked the U.S. 

Au 3“ s : 4; ^the international caters of the Self or 

tssraa » Sut. ? motion 

°=" ^international -acers and ordering 
another destroyer to the Gulf of Tonkin. ^ 

C ; Second Gulf cf Tonkin Attack 

(Sorth Vietnamese boats again^attaoked °“^“"7"Vn=ited . 

August 4 ,_12»'-. n -val~b 5 ses”vhich cere the home ports of boats 
fashion ©gains u <* . Vinh which supported them*. At the - 

and the oil storage area i. Vinh which P? response was "limited 

time of this at ; a ^>/“ e a ,f il i s !ak no wider war"/ The U.S. retail- 
and fitting" and thaw we stiii s~ 

ation did not extend beyond Angus* ». 
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D. Post Gulf of Tonkin Negotiation Overtures ;( August 5 to November 1) 

There were no U.S. attacks on North Vietnam between August 5, 

1964, and February 7, 1965. During this period, you made our 
position clear. On October 11, 1964, in discussing Vietnam you 
said, "We are willing to go anywhere, any time, talk to anyone ^ 

try to reason together for peace. We would rather talk than f • 

On October 28, 1964, in Los Angeles, specifically referring to . th 
Gulf of Tonkin you said, "we can keep the peace, in the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, by reasoning together, by responsibility, > 
negotiation." 

E. November and December Viet Cong Attacks 

The Viet Cong answered your peace overtures with terrorism. 

On November 1, 1964, the Viet Cong attacked Bien Hoa airfield, ^ 
killing 4 Americans and wounding 72. On November 1 , { 

bombed°a snack bar in Saigon wounding 18 Americans. On^Chris.m 
Eve the Viet Cong bombed the Brink Hotel killing . ' e ^ ca ‘ 
wounding 64. Nevertheless, we took no action against che North 

Vietnamese. 

F. VC Attack on Pleiku 

Finally on February 7, 1965, the Viet Cong attacked the 
barracks and airfield at Pleiku, killing 9 an d wound: in„ 

• 107 As a result, U.S. planes attacked the North Vietnam Army 
barracks at Dong Hoi and Chap Le again, a limited response to he 
Vietnam attack at Pleiku. As the White House st^anen. yo. 
said on this date, "the response is appropriate ana * it ting, 
the U.S. Government has frequently stated, we seek no ’ ® r , * 

Whether or not this course can be maintained lies with the North 
Vietnamese aggressors." The U.S. took no further action on 
February 8 and 9 . 

G. ‘ VC Attack on Qui Nhon Barracks 

The Viet Cong oersisted in their terrorist activities and on 
February 10, 1965, attacked the U.S. enlisted men s barrack* at 
nui Nhon kill^'n? °3 Americans and 7 Vietnamese and wounding 
SrS , responded in a limited fashion on February 11, 

Sj" by io=bing Jhe Vietnamese Amy barracks at Chap he and Chanh 

*Then another extended period — three weeks elapsed without 
any attacks on North Vietnam by our planes. ■ 

H. Continued VC Terrorise 

Following February 11, VC terrorism continued unabated and, 
therefore , on Kerch 2, 196S , we struck the Xco oana amounition 
, de"t and Quang Khc iisvei Base in north Vietnm specifically 
Uktins ourselves, as we always have, to military v.r a e„ ,o 
avoid injuring civilians. 
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Again we paused in our raids and no air attacks against 
the North were carried out during the next eleven days. 

I. Further VC Terrorism 

The Viet Ceng persisted in their acts of terrorism. On 
March 4 , 1965, they exploded a bomb in a bar frequented y . . 
personnel in Saigon, killing 2 Americans and 3 Vietnamese an 
wounding 5 Vietnamese. On March 12, Viet Cong terrorists 
attempted unsuccessfully to bomb U.S. barracks in Saigon. _ 
fore we conducted raids on the barracks at Hon Giojand Phu Qui 
ammunition and storage depot on March 14 and 15. . There was a 
brief pause in our orogram. 3ut Viet Cong terrorism persis e 
and on March 19 we conducted raids on North Vietnamese military 
depots at Phu Van and Vinh Sen. Since then,. the raids have Deen 
frequent, but so have our indications of a willingness to tal . 

And, unfortunately, so have the acts of Viet Cong terrorism. 

On March 19 a bomb in a loaf of bread exploded wounding. 

4 Americans in Saigon. On March 30, 1965, Viet_Cong terrorists 
exploded a 250 pound bomb in front of the U.S. embassy kil in 2 ; .. 

2 Americans (including one woman) and 14 Vietnamese, on wcuncoug 
48 Americans and 106 Vietnamese, many ' of them innocent bystanders. 

On April 4, a Viet Cong terrorist was apprehended at the Sran 
Hotel at Danang carrying a plastic explosive which. he mten e 
to use there. On April 14, 1965, Viet Cong terrorists exploded 
a bomb in an ammunition storage site at Qui Nh on , .wounding 31 
Americans. On April 19, 1965, a Viet Cong terrorist exploded 
a bomb in a bar frequented by U.S. personnel in Ban *.e muo., 
wounding 4 Americans. 

During this period your position has been abundantly clear. 

In a statement on Vietnam on March" 25, 1965 you sai , ^ 

have said in every part of the union, I am ready to go =.r\j 

at mV t>Ve and n-et with anyone whenever there is promise c. 
at C.n y t.u.e, one m__u - ' „ r A _ ril 7 is 65, at Johns 

progress toward an honorable peace* on Apn± * > 

Hopkins University, you again reiterated your -willingness .c 
negotiate. On April 8 , in response to the 17 nation d.clarati 
of March 15, you said, "We will never be second in the searen .or 
' such a peaceful settlement in Vietnam." As recently as Apri , . 
you said, "To those- governments who doubt our willingness .0 « » 

the answer is simple: Agree to discuss. Come to tne meeting_roon. 

We will be there." And* as you know, secretary •-us. < an 1 = ‘‘ 

numerous occasions during this period indicated our hope for .peace- 
ful settlement in Vietnam and our willingness to negotiate 
North .Vietnamese. 



Robert S. McNamara C" 
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